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Short and Sweet

The latest life science news served short and sweet

The Nobel prize in Chemistry 2020 goes to the
genetic scissors - CRISPR/Cas9

On the 7th of October 2020, it was announced by the
Royal Swedish Academy of Science that this year's
Nobel Prize in Chemistry went to Emmanuelle
Charpentier and Jennifer A. Doudna for the
development of a method for genome editing. It have
shown to be a technology that has revolutionized
gene editing. They identified the ancient immune
system in Streptococcus pyogenes CRISPR/Cas. Showing
that it can be isolated and used in other settings
gives enormous power to the genetic tool box. It can
revolutionise the basic science, and lead the way for

ground-breaking, new medical treatments. (source:
nobelprize.org)

Novo Nodisk leading the green transformation

Lars Fruergaard Jorgensen, CEO of Novo Nordisk, has
recently presented the ambitious goal of
transitioning to 100% green energy in 2030. This sets
an ultimatum for Novo Nordisk's 60.000 suppliers,
who will have to switch to green energy - otherwise it
will have consequences. By doing so, the overarching
goal is to reduce 300.000 tons CO2 from the
suppliers and kickstart the green transformation to
green energy. It is a 10-year plan that requires
innovative ideas since some of the solutions do not
currently exist. Hopefully the clear goal of 100%
green energy can inspire other sectors and
companies to follow and go eco-friendly. (source: Finans)

Danish Life Science with potential upside in China

In 2016, Xi Jinping was elected President of People’s
Republic of China (PRC) and initiated the public
health plan Healthy China 2030. The Danish
Ambassador in China, Thomas @strup Mgller, sees a
great potential for Danish life science companies to
join and be part of this development. Last year in
2019, the Danish life science exported for 10.7 billion
DKK to China, and the Dansih companies are highly
respected for their professional competency and
integrity. With a growing middle class and elder
population China is a super interesting market, which
has previously been relatively closed to their own
pharma/medico companies. However, the new public
health plan, Healthy China 2030, opens up for more
import from the West - an opportunity that the

Danish life science companies should seize. (source:
Medwatch)

Life science - at the heart of the Danish economy

The life science industry becomes more and more
important for the Danish society. Danks Erhverv has
analyzed the impact of the life science industry on
Danish economy, which has shown its strength
during the corona crisis. In 2020 Q1, the medical
export was increased with 32% compared to the
same period last year, and contributes with jobs
which over a 10 year period (2007-2016) have grown
with 20%. It has attracted international companies
such as Roche that establish and invest in Denmark.
The latest step is Bioinnovation Institute, an
incubator supported by the Novo Nordisk
Foundation, which can show off the Danish life
science field on the startup level and attract more
international investors to increase the growth of the

life science industry in Medicon Valley. (source: Dansk
Erhverv & Indblikplus)

Synklino - an antiviral KU spin-out

The small spinout, Synklino, from KU and DTU raised
13 Mio DKK in September from Vakstfonden and the
new fund Eir Ventures. The company was started by
the three researchers Thomas Kledal, Mette
Rosenkilde, and Mads G. Jeppesen back in the
summer of 2017. With the first small investment here
in September, they have attracted Tolga Hassan to
help raise between 186-223 Mio DKK in the spring
and the experienced doctor Josefin-Beate Holz to
initiate the phase 1 trial. Synklino develops a drug
against cytomegalovirus (CMV), which is a virus most
people carry passively, and symptoms mostly show
in cases where the immune system is already
suppressed such as in people who have had organ
transplantation. The drug does not only stops the
infection but also Kkills the virus, giving the drug huge
potential for transplantation patients. (source: Medwatch)

Written by Frederik Nergaard
Core Team Member




Event Announcements

New events from Synapse and our partners

November 12th Synapse webinar: Corona vs. Life Science

(Arranged by Synapse Aalborg)

November 18th Novo Nordisk x Synapse: Bringing Life-changing
Medicine to Patients

November 25th Copenhagen Life Science Summit 2020:
Vaccine Development

November 26th BCG x Synapse: From Science to Consulting

December 2nd Synapse webinar: Sustainability in Life Science

(Arranged by Synapse Aalborg)

December 3rd Synapse webinar: Consulting in Life Science

(Arranged by Synapse Lund)

December 10th Synapse webinar: Your first job in Life Science - and
where it can take your career




Synapse has like everyone else had to
rethink and change the format of our
activities because of the current COVID-19
restrictions. Nonetheless, the Synapse team
has worked hard and dedicated to still live
up to our mission to connect as many
students, young graduates, and industry
professionals as possible, even during these
difficult times. We are proud that we have
adapted fast and successfully transitioned
the majority of our planned events to being
held online and in small settings. Let’'s
rewind and take a look back on our recent
events, workshops and other activities in
Synapse.

Synapse Biobusiness Summer School 2020,
BBSS'20 (10-14th of August):

The Biobusiness Summer School was a 5-day
seminar, where participants were introduced to a
wide range of topics within the field of
bio-entrepreneurship. Through inspirational lectures
and interactive workshops, the participants gained
insight into the general terms of biobusiness and
acquired knowledge of the business aspects of life
science. This included insights into the areas of
research and development, clinical development,
regulatory affairs, marketing, pricing, and project
management as well as getting an understanding of
terms such as Initial Public Offering (IPO), Mergers
and Acquisitions (M&A), Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR), and shares.

Alongside the lectures and workshops, participants
engaged in a case competition developed and

facilitated by Boston Consulting Group and
Biolnnovation Institute. The participants learned how
to apply critical thinking and collaborative skills to
solve a real-life case and obtain results. Furthermore,
the Biobusiness Summer School offered participants
the chance to actively engage in discussions, and
network with the speakers as well as other students.
Thanks to all the participating students and
companies. The Synapse team is already looking
forward to the biobusiness summer school of 2021.

Leading tomorrow's R&D (18th of September):

On September 18, we hosted the Synapse Case
Competition Finals. The goal of the Synapse Case
Competition was to expose life science students to
the wunique challenges faced by today's Chief
Scientific Officers (CSOs) and equip students with the
skill set needed to overcome these challenges. A
winning team for each case was found, and they can
now look forward to spending an entire day at the
respective company, meeting company
representatives and sharing their thoughts on
leading tomorrow's R&D. Thanks to all participating
companies and event partners: Novo Nordisk, Chr.
Hansen, LEO Pharma, McKinsey & Company, Heidrick
& Struggles.

Synapse Life Science Career Fair 2020 (24th of
September):

HOW DO YOU PLAN A CAREER FAIR IN THE MIDST OF
A WORLDWIDE PANDEMIC? The Synapse team
worked hard and tirelessly to solve this challenge.
Our mission has always been to support the
transition from student to professional for Life
Science students, and we acknowledge that this is




















































































	Synapse Release 14: The Nordic Life Science Cluster
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32


